The subject is divided into two distinct branches. The first looks only to prophylactic measures?i. e., 
I assume as equally incontestible the position that his teeth, during all his life, were constantly subjected to contact with acids of various kinds?those of fruits, which then, as now, in certain localities, formed the principal part of his diet? and to those produced in the mouth by the processes of fermentation and decomposition, which processes must take place in the mouths of those even in perfect health.
These premises being granted as sound, force the conclusion upon us that the teeth have, in the natural order of things, the power inherent in them of a certain resistance to destructive agents.
Now it is by no means certain that the teeth of men of the present day are subjected to contact with acids to any greater extent than wrere those of the original man, or that these acids are more powerful in their destructive agency than were those of that earlier time, and yet decay of the teeth is the universal rule at the present day, and probably co-extensive, throughout the wrorld, w7ith the history of civilization. These propositions being thus far granted, we have established the position that the present generation are characterized by an almost universal condition of weakened vital force, as evinced in the proneness of the teeth to succumb to the attacks of agents which, under fully healthy conditions of the body, ought to have no effect upon them at all. The part which imperfect constitutional structure plays in the matter, I In such pursuit alone can we fill the proper measure of our responsibility.
